
Winter Neighborhood Meeting and Potluck Dinner
6:30pm, Wednesday, February 17, 2016

at the Comfort Suites Hotel, 3060 E. 25th Ave.
(corner of Brakenfern Road near the Intersection of Laurel Hill and Moon Mountain)

Come join your neighbors for our fabulous winter potluck dinner. We have a lot of good cooks in our 
neighborhood, so this dinner is always a wonderful feast. We invite those who love to cook to bring their 
favorite winter dish, and if you don’t enjoy cooking just bring something simple that you enjoy eating. 
Whatever you bring, please label it with its ingredients so that people who are vegetarian, vegan, or have food 
allergies will know what is safe for them to eat. Main dishes, side dishes, and desserts are all welcome. We’ll 
provide durable dishes, cups, and flatware. 

Meeting Agenda

• 7:15 Mitch Hider will open the meeting with a song
• Introduction of attendees
• Welcome Mayor Kitty Piercy
• Update on Laurel Ridge PUD
• Information about Friends of the Farmers Market
• Northwest Youth Corps Presentation
• City Council update from our city councilor, Alan Zelenka
• Visiting time to continue conversations with your neighbors
• 8:30 adjourn

Northwest Youth Corps (by Natalie Whitson)
You've seen them driving around the neighborhood in their white vehicles. Maybe you've been to their facility 
down at the end of Augusta. Maybe you've even gotten a box of vegetables through their Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program. Now is your chance to find out more about Northwest Youth Corps 
and what they are doing here in the Laurel Hill Valley. 

Join us for a brief, but entertaining overview of NYC and its work in the community during this neighborhood 
meeting. LHVC Secretary (and NYC Development Officer) Natalie Whitson, and one or more NYC graduates 
will share how, each year, NYC pays more than $1 million to youth and young adults, as they protect and 
enhance public lands throughout Oregon, and a five state area. 
 
More importantly, hear firsthand how NYC helps young people earn high school credit, and/or an 
AmeriCorps educational award for their successful experience, as they gain important skills needed to become 
the future workforce, and informed and active citizens.  For more information about "youth making a 
difference" or more about NYC's CSA program, attend the meeting February 17th. You can also find out more 
at www.northwestyouthcorps.org.

Friends of the Farmers Market: Building Community Through Good Food (by Sherman of FFM)
The Friends of the Farmers Market is a growing group of volunteers who promote and support the Lane County 
Farmers Market by providing community education and customer service at the market. 

http://www.northwestyouthcorps.org/
http://www.northwestyouthcorps.org/


Laurel Ridge Planned Unit Development Neighborhood Response 
by Paul Orum

Many residents of Laurel Hill Valley, Fairmount, and Southeast neighborhoods are deeply concerned about a 
massive proposed housing development that would forever alter the character of our area. The developer’s 
proposed “Laurel Ridge Planned Unit Development” may build hundreds of dwellings across a 120 acre 
hillside parcel at the south end of Laurel Hill Valley. 

However, portions of the property have long been designated in the city’s master plan as Parks and Open 
Space. After first trying to deny any Parks and Open Space on the property, the developers are now seeking 
permission to build on more acres than they are arguably entitled. 

Laurel Hill Valley Citizens has appealed the issue (technically a zone change) to the state’s Land Use Board of 
Appeals to determine the Parks and Open Space boundary on the property. This appeal will cost money. 

More than 200 neighbors have contributed to a tax deductible “Laurel Ridge PUD Response Fund” through 
Laurel Hill Valley Citizens to pay for appeals and legal expertise. Please join us. Many hands make light work. 
No contribution is too small, or too large! 

Please join us! Your tax deductible contribution is vital. Laurel Hill Valley Citizens is the neighborhood 
association where the proposed development is located and is a qualified tax-exempt organization. Donations 
are refundable if not used (but expect a years-long process). 

Please make your tax-deductible donation to: 
“Laurel Hill Valley Citizens” 
c/o Susan Ratzlaff, Treasurer 

2071 Augusta Street; Eugene, OR 97403 
Be sure to write “Laurel Ridge PUD Response Fund” on your check memo. 

To assist customers, we provide market guides, veggie valets, and Spanish interpreters on the first and third 
Saturdays every month starting April 2nd. In addition, we organize cooking demonstrations and tasting tables 
to expose people to the flavorful array of local foods grown in the Willamette Valley. This year we will provide 
fun activities to engage kids and lead some tours of the Tuesday farmers market to low-income families. 

We are looking for volunteers to help us with these activities, as well as volunteers who are bilingual, and/or 
skilled in social media and fundraising. Please consider joining our team! At the very least bring a friend to the 
market and utilize these services! Lastly, tell all that the Winter Farmers Market Starts Saturday February 6th!
For more information visit: lanecountyfarmersmarket.org, email: volunteercoordinator@lanefood.org or call 
Sherman at: 541.521.2512

Update on Laurel Ridge PUD
by Bill Blix

On Monday, January 11, 2016, Sean Malone, the lawyer for the LHVC response to the Laurel Ridge PUD, filed 
a brief with the Land Use Board of Appeals.  This argument appeals the Eugene Planning Commission 
decision to affirm the Hearings Official’s finding that the zoning change requested by LRPUD meets the 
Eugene Code covering zone changes and complies with the findings of the last LUBA decision regarding this 
applicant’s zoning.  The zoning issue involves the determination of the number of acres of the 121 of the PUD 

(Friends of the Farmers Market, continued)
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Laurel Hill Valley Citizens Neighborhood Association
Executive Committee Members

Bill Blix!! ! 541-343-1957! wbblix@comcast.net
Richard Cundiff!! 541-683-1350! rcundiff@riousa.com
Kaye Downey! ! ! ! downeyk8@comcast.net
Kathy Frazer! ! 541-345-1694! kathleenfrazer@comcast.net
Mitch Hider! ! 541-343-1115
Betty Hosokawa! 541-683-1907! betty9758@comcast.net
Adam Jones! ! ! ! adam_s_jones@yahoo.com
Deborah Kelly ! ! ! ! dskharp@yahoo.com
Sheryl Kelly ! ! 541-912-5887! sherylkell@comcast.net
Stephanie Midkiff! ! ! smidkiff2004@yahoo.com
Susan Ratzlaff! ! 541-913-7197! sueratz@aol.com
Gunnar Schlieder! 541-729-4271! gunnar@geoscience-or.com!
Natalie Whitson! 541-349-7505! nataliew@nwyouthcorps.org
Jan Wostmann! ! 541-485-1394! jw@efn.org

Neighborhood Art Show?

If you would like to join a 
committee to explore the 
possibility of a neighborhood art 
show, please contact Kathy Frazer 
at kathleenfrazer@comcast.net.  

Thanks, Thanks, and More Thanks!

Betty Hemmingsen has been involved in the Laurel Hill Vally Citizens neighborhood association for more 
than 30 years! She has served as co-chair, secretary, newsletter editor, and treasurer as well as on several task 
forces and committees. She’s done an amazing amount of work for the LHVC and everyone who lives in this 
neighborhood has benefitted. She’s stepping down from the Executive Committee now and we will miss her!

Even though Paul Orum was been living here “temporarily”, he’s accomplished an amazing amount while he 
has been here. He has served on the LHVC Executive Committee since November 2014, has been on the Laurel 
Ridge Response Committee since its beginning, and contributed to other LHVC land use responses. Our 
neighborhood has benefited greatly from his fundraising and organizing skills. Now he is moving back to 
Washington D.C.. We will miss him and wish him all the best. 

Neighborhood Accomplishment and Neighborhood Fun

At our Fall Neighborhood meeting we had a successful collection of food and money that went to Food For 
Lane County to help feel the hungry people in our community. Over the last five years these neighborhood 
drives have collected 1,171 pounds of food. Thanks very much to all who contributed.

On December 16th, at the NYC facility, we had a family fun evening spent singing holiday songs, led by the 
always entertaining Mitch Hider. Mitch provided hats and props as well as song sheets, and accompanied us 
on the ukulele. All who attended had a great time. Thanks Mitch.

to be designated as Parks and Open Space.  The current decision results in about 20 acres of POS.  The LHVC 
argument would result in approximately 40 acres.  The applicant’s lawyer, Bill Kloos, is also intending to file a 
brief challenging the Planning Commission decision, probably in the hopes of further reducing POS acreage, 
but we haven’t seen this document yet.  Oral testimony will occur in February in Salem, Oregon at a yet to be 
determined time.

(Update on Laurel Ridge PUD continued)
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Policy statement: This is the official newsletter of the Laurel Hill Valley Citizens. Funds for the printing and mailing of newsletters are 
provided in part by the city of Eugene. Newsletters are produced by neighborhood volunteers and are free to residents and businesses 
of the neighborhood. Space is available for letters to the editor or articles from neighbors and will be published as space permits. The 
information provided and the views expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent the position of the City of Eugene or the 
Laurel Hill Valley Citizens.

All uncredited text written by the newsletter editor, Deborah Kelly. Illustrations are public domain clip art. Natalie Whitson is our 
talented proofreader. Please send articles, comments and concerns to dskharp@yahoo.com. 

Laurel Hill Valley Citizens is Eugene’s oldest neighborhood organization, chartered by the City Council in 1974. General Meetings are 
held quarterly to learn about and discuss issues relating to the quality of life in our neighborhood. The LHVC Executive Committee 
meets at other times to discuss and represent the interests of the neighborhood.

For more information see our website at www.lhvc.org or contact Gunnar Schlieder, LHVC co-chair at 541-729-4271 or 
gunnar@geoscience-or.com. You can also email LaurelHillValleyCitizens@gmail.com and we have a Facebook group. Just go to 
Facebook and type in Laurel Hill Valley Citizens.

You’re Invited to a Potluck Dinner
and Neighborhood Meeting

6:30pm, Wednesday February 17, 2016
at the Comfort Suites Hotel
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